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Section A (This section is compulsory)
Question One
Research proposal writing is part of the progressive assessment in the Research Methods course unit, and at the end of the semester your lecturer who taught you wanted to be sure that you grasped everything and you’re in a better position to produce a well-structured research proposal. Therefore, he decided to ask each and every one of you a number of questions to gauge your research knowledge on this. With the knowledge and experience, you acquired in this course, provide answers to the following questions listed below;
i. What is the study area or topic of interest you want to research on?

(02 marks)
ii. What is the purpose of your area of interest to the organization/object/event?
(02 marks)
iii. Suggest a likely research problem to be associated with your area of interest.
(02 marks)
iv. Formulate a research question for the problem suggested in iii above

(02 marks)
v. What is the independent and dependent variable seen in your question above?
(02 marks)
vi. With a case study, construct a research topic for such a research problem
(02 marks)
vii. What 3 research questions would you consider for such a research study?
(03 marks)
viii. What 3 research objectives will you come up with for this research?

(03 marks)
ix. What four (4) sources of literature will you use for this study?


(04 marks)
x. Who will be the respondents of your research study?



(02 marks)
xi. What two (2) sampling techniques will you use to select the respondents?
(02 marks)
xii. With a justification, what 2 data-collection techniques will you use in this study (06 marks)
xiii. Outline a table of content for a research proposal of your research study. 
(08 marks)
SECTION B (Attempt any three (3) questions in this section)
Question Two
In studying research methods, you noted that though each research study has its own specific objectives, all must fall into a number of broad objectives, and good research must bear certain characteristics. In view of this statement; 
a) What broad objectives do every research study or project endeavor to achieve? (04 marks)


b) As a researcher, what characteristics would you consider to make your research good?

(08 marks)
c) With examples distinguish between the following research concepts;



i. Area of research and research problem




(02 marks)


ii. Independent and dependent variables




(02 marks)
iii. Validity and reliability 






(02 marks)
iv. Sampling and complete enumeration 




(02 marks)
Question Three
a) As a research student, using specific examples, how would you classify the different types of research?









(08 marks)
b) Discuss the differences between;

i. Basic (pure) research and Applied (action) research


(06 marks)
ii. Experimental research and Non-experimental research


(06 marks) 

Question Four
“Research is a multi-stage process that a researcher must follow in order to undertake and complete a research project”.  in view of this; 

a) Using your own area of interest example that you have been applying in our research classes’ exercises, describe the steps you would follow in conducting that research to the end in relation to the research process. 







(10 marks)
b) Describe the five key activities you covered in formulating and clarifying the research problem (stage one of a research process) for your study




(10 marks)  







Question Five
Conducting literature is one of the stages covered while undertaking research as you studied and practiced in class. In view of this as a great researcher; 

a) Explain why it was necessary for you to review and include the literature in your researcher study









(09 marks)
b) With examples explain the 3 categories of sources of literature would you use while carrying out a research study in Uganda? 






(06 marks)
c) Using your own class research example provide a structure or table of content for its chapter two (Literature Review)







(05 marks)
Question Six
A well-planned research design helps ensure that your methods match your research objectives and that you use the right kind of analysis for your data. In view of this; 
a) Describe the six steps of research design process one has to follow when undertaking research










(12 marks)
b) Using your Question One (xii) information, explain how you applied the two data-collection techniques mentioned when undertaking your research study.


(08 marks)


Question seven
a) With examples, distinguish between probability and non-probability sampling. (02 marks)
b) State any 3 sampling techniques for non-probability AND probability sampling (06 marks)

c) Why is it necessary to carry out sampling in research? 

  

(06 marks)


d) Using the simplified Formula for Proportions (Yamane, 1967), calculate a sample size for your research study suggested in question one where the study population is 600. 
(06 marks)
Question Eight 
Data Analysis is a step in the research process in which raw data collected from the study are checked for accuracy and estimates are computed to answer the study questions. As someone with sufficient research knowledge; 

a) What activities or steps do you need to undertake while conducting data cleaning for your research study data.







(10 marks)
b) Describe the five characteristics quality data good for a given research study
(10 marks)
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